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# ABSTRACT

3 This report compares new cadets at USMA in the Class of 1988 with entering
freshmen at institutions in the following norm groups: all four-year colleges,
highly selective public four-year colleges, and very highly selective four-year
private colleges. Data are presented on secondary school and socioeconomic
backgrounds, values, interests, and activity patterns, and are based on the
American Council on Education's yearly survey.\

[QOTE: Any conclusions in this report are not to be construed as official
U.S. Military Academy or Department of the Army positions unless so desig-
nated by other authorized documents.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A. PURPOSE. This report contains information, for rapid reference, on the U.S.
Military Academy Class of 1988 and on three norm groups of freshmen at other colleges.

¢ -

- B. METHODOLOGY. The United States Military Academy participates in the Cooperative

. Institutional Resecarch Program (CIRP) of the American Council on Education (ACE) and
the University of California at Los Angeles. On 1 July 1984, the Military Academy

. Class of 1988 entered West Point; and on the second day of Cadet Basic Training, 99%

. . of this class compieted the ACE survey on secondary school and socioeconomic back-

I grounds, values, interests, and activity patterns. The results of all colleges par-
ticipating in the survey are compiled at UCLA. This report compares new cadets at
USMA in the Class of 1988 with entering freshmen in the following norm groups: all
four-year colleges, highly selective public four-year colleges, and very highly selec-
tive four-year private cclleges. The responses to all questions in the survey are
given in Tables 1-31 of the report. A summary of responses is given below.

d C. RESULTS.

1. Catholics make up a larger proportion of the entering USMA Class of 1988, in
comparison with the national norm group of four-year colleges. Cadets come from a
wider geographical distribution than students entering other colleges; parents of
entering cadets are more highly educated and have higher incomes than parents cf stu-
dents at all four-year colleges.

2. A larger proportion of entering cadets reported high school averages of "A-"
or above than any of the norm groups compared. Significantly more new cadets had met
or exceeded the recommended years of study in mathematics, physical science, and
foreign languages than students in the four-year college norm group. Graduate degree
aspirations continue to be important to a majority of cadets.

3. New cadets continue to exhibit more conservative political preferences than
students at other four-year colleges, although entering female cadets are somewhat
N less conservative than male cadets. Cadets, male and female, are less materialistic
. than students in the four-year college norm group. Students attach greater importance
to keeping up with political affairs and having administrative responsibility than
other entering college students.
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4. Although the admission of women to USMA has changed the Corps somewhat, over-
all, female cadets are more similar to male cadets in their attitudes and achievements
than they are to women entering other colleges. Female cadets differ most from male
cadets in their attitudes toward social and family issues.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The United States Military Academy participates in the Cooperative Institutional Research
Program (CIRP) of the American Council on Education (ACE) and the University of California
at Los Angeles. Since it began in 1966, the CIRP has provided data which make it possible
to compare new cadets at USMA with students entering a wide variety of colleges. It has
been the only systematic source of data available to USMA for making such objective com-
parisons. Each year the Office of Institutional Research has published a report describ-
ing the characteristics of the new cadets in comparison to students at other colleges
which participate in the survey (see Saunders, 1984,1 for the most recent report). The
current report continues OIR's practice of publishing results of the ACE survey, and pre-
sents data obtained from members of the Class of 1988 at USMA and elsewhere.

IT. METHOD

A. On 1 July 1984, 1,242 men and 159 women entered West Point as the Class of 1988. Of
this entering group, 1,396 completed the ACE survey during the second day of Cadet Basic
Training. Of the group that was tested, 146 reported prior college experience. Since the
national norms published by the American Council on Education? deal exclusively with
first-time, full-time freshmen, this report presents the opinions and characteristics of
1,104 male and 146 female cadets without prior college experience.

B. The ACE annual national norms survey collects data on secondary school and socioeco-
nomic backgrounds, values, interests, and activity patterns.3 This report compares re-
sponses of West Point cadets with those of students in various types of undergraduate
institutions, highlighting similarities and differences between West Point and other
groups of schools.

C. Since the Federal Service Academies have a unique role in higher education, there are
no exactly parallel reference groups available for comparison purposes. However, four
reference groups of freshmen with certain similarities are considered in this report:

(1) all four-year colleges (male freshmen), (2) all four-year colleges {(female freshmen),
(3) four-year public colleges with high selectivity (all freshmen), and (4) four-year
private nonsectarian colleges with very high selectivity (all freshmen). In 1984, these
reference groups included over one-hundred eighty thousand participants from 345 institu-
tions. The four-year colleges are those institutions which primarily grant a bachelor's
degree only. The four-year public colleges with high selectivity are those institutions
with mean SAT-Verbal plus SAT-Math scores of 1,025 or more. Four service academies, as
well as five other colleges, are included in this norm group. The four-year private non-
sectarian colleges with very high selectivity are those institutions with mean SAT-Verbal
plus SAT-Math scores of 1175 or more. All freshmen of both sexes are included in the last
two groups.

D. All of the questions in the original ACE 1984 Student Information Form, which were
reported to participating institutions on a Data Summary printout, are included in this
report with the following exceptions: (1) residence planned during fall term; (2) highest
degree planned here; (3) marital status; (4) concern about financing college; (5) sources
of financial support; (6) U.S. citizen; and (7) type of high school attended.

1 o SN
Saunders, M. H. New Cadets and Other College Freshmen, Class of 1987. West Point: Of- L o

fice of Institutional Research, April 1984. Report #84-001.

“The American Freshman: National Norms for Fall 1984, Cooperative Institutional Re- s
search Program of the American Council on Education and the University of California, )
l.os Angeles.

3The questionnaire is included as Appendix A.




ITI. RESULTS

A. General.

1. The results are presented in Tables 1 through 31. An "a" superscript for an item
indicates over a 10-point difference when USMA males are compared to all four-year college
males, or when USMA females are compared to all four-year college females. A "' indi-
cates over a 10-point difference between male and female cadets. This report has made no
systematic attempt to explain the differences noted.

2. As an aid in interpreting the data, the items in Tables 14, 21, 22, 26, 27, 29, 30
and 31 have been rearranged in descending order of frequency of selection by male cadets.
Results of selected items are described below under the headings of "Institutional Ef-
fects'" and "Differences by Sex." Institutional effects are the special characteristics of
cadets at the Military Academy when compared to students at the institutions of the norm
groups.

B. Institutional Effects.

1. More cadets (42%) in the Class of 1988 list their current religious preference as
Roman Catholic, compared to students (36%) in the national norm group of four-year col-
leges (Table 3). Duc to the requirement of candidates to obtain a nomination, cadets come
from a wider geographical distribution than do students at other four-year colleges
(Table 7). Fifty-two percent of the fathers of cadets had college or graduate degrees,
while only 36% of the students in all four-year colleges had fathers with this level of
education (Table 8a). Seventy percent of the mothers of entering cadets had some educa-
tion beyond high school, while 52% of the mothers of students in the norm group had this
education (Table 8b). The median parental income of cadets in the Class of 1988 was sig-
nificantly higher than the parental income of students in the national norm group (Table
11a).

2. Sixty percent of entering cadets received an average grade of '"A-'" or above in
secondary school, a larger proportion than that in any of the norm groups used for com-
parison (Table 15). The proportion of freshmen reporting "A" averages from high school
has declined slightly in all categories, evidence that earlier ''grade inflation'" may be
ended. Significantly mQre new cadets had met or exceeded the recommended years of study
in mathematics, physical science, and foreign language than had students in the four-year
college norm group (Table 17). Freshmen in the fall of 1984 filled out more college
applications than any previous freshmen class. Cadets applied to, and were accepted by
more colleges than students in all four-year colleges; but students at the very highly
selective four-year private colleges applied to, and were accepted by, more colleges than
cadets (Tables 24 and 25).

3. As in previous classes, a large majority (85%) of the USMA Class of 1988 cited
"this college's" good academic reputation as being important to them in selecting the
Academy, whereas only 57% of students at all four-year colleges cited this as an important
factor in their sclection of a college (Table 27). The concern of members of the Class of
1988 with their college's academic reputation matches most closely with students entering
private, very highly selective colleges, as does their interest in pursuing graduate de-
grees (Tables 20 and 27). A large majority (88%) of cadets plan to continue their educa-
tion past the B.A. level, compared to 60% of students at all four-year colleges (Table
20}).

4. New cadets continue to hold more conservative political opinions than students at
four-year colleges (Table 29). Among entering <tudents at all four-year colleges, slightly
more call themselves cither "liberal” or "far left” (22%) than '"conservative" or '"far
right” (20%). Among entering cadets, conservatives outnumber liberals by better than
three-to-one (Table 28).
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5. In the area of personal values, entering cadets differ from other students enter-
ing four-year colleges in several areas. Students in the four-ycar college norm group are
more interested in making money than at any other time in the history of the survey--68%
say that a very important reason for attending college is 'to he able to make more money,"
and 71% feel that "being very well-off financially" is a very important goal in life,
ranking second only to '"be an authority in my field'" (Table 31). In contrast, less than
two-thirds (59%) of entering cadets consider it important to "be very well-off finan-
cially." Cadets arc significantly more interested in keeping up with political affairs,
and having administrative responsibility than other entering college students,

C. Differences by Sex.

1. Overall, there is greater similarity between male and female cadets in the (Class
of 1988 than between female cadets and women entering other colleges in 1984. tiowever,
some differences which do exist hetween male and female cadets are of interest,

2. Morec cadet women had average sccondary school grades of "A-'" or above (74%) than
did cadet men (58%) (Table 15). In regard to recasons very important in deciding to go to
college, USMA women listed several significantly more often than male cadets: gain a
general education, lcarn more about things, get a better job, prepare for graduate school,
meet new and interesting people, and improve reading/study skills (Table 26).

3. Male cadets tend to be more conservative in their attitudes than female cadets
(Table 29). Male cadets agreed more frequently that federal military spending should be
increased, and women's activities arc best in the home. Female cadets more frequently
favored instituting a national health care plan. More women also agreed that the govern-
ment was not doing enough to promotce disarmament.

4. Regarding colliege expectations (Table 30), a larger proportion of female cadets
feel that the chances are very good that they will change their major field and their
carecr choice. This is true both in comparison with male cadets, and with women entering
all four-yecar colleges. In virtually all instances, female cadets were very similar to
malc cadets in their long-run objectives. A striking exception is that significantly
fewer female than male cadets consider it essential or very important to raisc a family
(Table 31).




e e e e e e e e

SECTION 1I:

BIOGRAPHICAL AND SOCIOECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS

Age in Years as of December 1984*

16 or Younger
17

18

19

20

21 or Over

(18 or Less)

Racial Background

Lt um e sen e S acens 4 o i s S A A S AE ARSIt

Causasian/White
Negro/Black
American Indian
Oriental

Mexican-American/
Chicano

Puerto Rican-
American

Other

*All columns of each table

o Te e aTLeTL

4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
0.1% 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.1% 0.2%
1.2 1.4 2.1 3.0 3.2 5.6
66.8 72.2 71.4 79.5 78.9 79.8
24.9 24.3 22.6 15.0 15.9 13.7
5.1 0.0 2.2 1.1 1.2 0.6
2.0 2.1 1.7 1.3 0.7 0.1
(68.1) (73.6) (73.5) (82.6) (82.2) (85.6)
4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
. 4-Year  4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
86.0% 84.9% 83.5% 81.2% 89.6% 88.3%
7.2 8.9 12.9 15.3 4.9 3.9
0.6 1.4 1.5 1.4 0.8 0.8
3.3 3.4 1.4 1.4 2.7 5.9
1.6 0.0 0.7 0.7 0.8 0.6
0.8 1.4 0.6 0.7 1.1 0.6
1.5 0.7 1.4 1.3 2.1 2.2

of this report

are for first-time freshmen.
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3. Current Religious

Protestant

Roman Catholic

Jewish

Other*

None

4. Residence Preferred During Fall Term

With parents or
relatives

Other private home
or apartment

College Dormitory

Fraternity or
Sorority house

Other campus
housing

Otner

Preference 4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
49.0% 42.2% 46.9% 48.2% 41.0% 33.3%
a,b
40.5 50.7 35.2 36.2 42.3 27.1
0.9 2.1 2.1 1.9 2.9 11.8
2.9 0.0 6.7 6.9 4.3 6.4
6.7 5.0 9.1 6.8 9.5 21.4
*Other consists of Buddhist, Eastern Orthodox, Islamic, and 'Other Religion."
4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year  4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
20.3%  29.9%  16.8%  15.6% 12.7% 3.8%
24.7 20.7 26.7 24.5 22.3 9.1
a
32.6 31.0 42.5 47.4 50.6 76.7
11.9 6.9 6.6 5.1 7.3 3.9
3.6 2.3 5.7 5.7 4.5 5.5
7.0 9.2 1.9 1.8 2.6 1.0
USMA males over 10 percentage points different from all 4-year college males. 1In all

tables of this report, an "a'" indicates over a 10-point difference when USMA males are
compared to all 4-year college males or when USMA fcmales are compared to 4-year college

females.,

A "b" indicates over a 10-point difference bhetween male and female cadets.
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Permission Given to Use Student I.D.

4-Year 4-Year
Public Private -
4-Year 4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High

(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity

Yes 99.6%a 100.0%a 79.6% 81.8% 83.3% 75.2%

Year Graduated from High School

4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
1984 85.7% 84.0%3 95.1% 96.0% 95.7% 98.1%
1983 9.5 13.9° 2.7 2.1 3.0 1.5 .
1982 3.6 0.0 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.1
1981 or Earlier 1.2 2.1 1.1 0.9 0.5 0.1
H.S. Equivalency c
(GED) 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.4 0.1 0.0 -
Never Completed .
High School 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 i:
Distance from Home to College
4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
a
10 Miles or Less 1.3%a 2.1% 15.3% 15.9% 4.0% 3.2%
a
11-50 Miles 2.9° 6.2 27.0 29.1 19.4 8.5
51-100 Miles 6.1 4.8a 16.1 17.9 11.4 12.0
101-500 Miles 28.1 26.7 28.6 26.6 29.3 45.0
4
More than 500 a a . o B
Miles 61.6 60.3 13.0 10.6 36.0 31.3 o T ]
’ .. @ N p
6
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Parents' Highest Level of Education

a. Father's Education 4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
Grammar school
or less 1.5% 1.4% 4.3% 5.1% 2.0% 1.3%
Some high school 5.2 6.2 8.6 9.5 4.9 2.0
High school a a
graduate 17.3 15.8 27.4 28.2 18.4 7.6
Post-secondary
other than college 2.6 4.8 4.7 5.7 5.2 2.5
Some college 16.4 15.1 14.5 14.5 15.2 7.8
College degree 24.2 24.7 21.1 19.4 26.4 23.3
Some graduate
school 4.7 4.8 2.5 2.6 4.8 5.6
Graduate degree 28.1%  27.4° 16.8 15.1 23.1 50.1
(High school grad a
or less) (24.0)%  (23.4) (40.3)  (42.8) (25.3) (10.9)
b. Mother's Education 4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
Grammar school
or less 0.8% 2.8% 2.6% 3.2% 1.7% 1.2%
Some high school 2.8 4.8 6.7 7.9 3.9 1.5
High school a a
graduate 26.1° 22.8 38.7 37.5 29.0 12.9
Post-secondary
other than college 8.7 6.9 7.5 8.2 9.7 6.5
Some college 21.1 18.6 16.0 l6.3 18.8 12.8
College degree 24,0 29,72 17.9 17.0 22.0 33.2
Some graduate
school 3.7 5.5 2.6 2.5 4.3 7.5
Graduate degree 12.8 9.0 7.9 7.4 10.7 24.4
(High school grad a a
or less) (29.7) (30.4) (48.0) (48.6) (34.6) (15.6)
7
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®
Parents' Occupations
a. Father's Occupation .
4-Year 4-Year ®
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College )
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity o
Artist (incl T
performer) 0.7% 1.4% 1.0% 1.0% 0.9% 2.2% o
[
Businessman 29.5 21.8 30.5 27.9 29.0 34.9
Clergy or religious
worker 1.0 0.0 1.4 1.3 0.9 1.4
Educator (college
teacher or o
administrator) 1.8 2.1 1.2 1.0 1.7 4.8 ’
Doctor or Dentist 1.8 0.0 2.4 1.9 1.9 10.7
Educator
(secondary) 6.8 6.3 3.9 3.3 5.3 4.9 .
o
Educator ’
(elementary) 1.1 2.8 0.7 0.8 1.0 0.8
Engineer 8.2 16.2 7.7 8.2 12.9 7.7
“armer or Forester 2.0 0.7 3.0 3.3 1.5 0.6 -
o
Health professional o
(non-MD) 1.7 0.0 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.0
Lawyer 2.6 2.8 1.7 1.5 1.7 9.3 N
Military Careerist 8.7 9.9 2.3 2.0 4.7 0.8 .
Research Scientist 0.4 0.0 0.6 0.5 0.9 2.1 B -
Skilled worker 10.1 10.6 10.9 9.8 8.5 3.1 : A .
Semi-skilled worker 4.1 3.5 5.0 4.2 3.2 1.4 ’ 1
laborer {unskilled) 0.9 0.7 3.4 3.2 1.3 0.6 ® L ]
Unemployed 1.0 1.4 2.3 3.2 1.3 1.1
Other Occupation 17.7 19.7 20.7 20.2 22.2 14.6 S e
o
(4 ®
8 N
-]
o o [ ] ® o o [ [ o L [ ] ® [ ] ® o .
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Reasons Noted as Very Important in Selecting this College

4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
College has a
good academic a a
reputation 84.6% 90.4% 51.9% 61.3% 82.5% 86.3%
Graduates get a a
good jobs 77.4 81.9 44.5 48.0 70.9 54.8
Graduates go to a a
top grad schools 18.1° 56.3 24.6 27.8 38.4 51.7
Offered financial a a
assistance 40.2 41.7 25.2 27.0 28.3 25.6
Offered special a a
education programs 36.6 40.6 18.8 26.9 36.5 22.4
Has low tuition 27.6 26.8 18.7 20.7 30.7 1.4
Recruited by
Athletic Dept 14.1 13.8 10.1 2.4 5.8 4.0
Has a good social
reputation 12.4 13.1 21.0 22.2 20.6 24.5
Relatives wanted
me to go 9.3 13.7 6.3 7.2 6.6 4.7
Advice of guid-
ance counselor 5.1 8.3 7.1 7.9 6.8 8.9
Recruited by
college rep 4.8 4.9 5.3 4.2 2.5 3.2
Teacher advised
me 3.6 6.2 4.2 4.7 4.1 5.8
Not offered aid
by first choice 2.8 3.5 1.4 4.6 3.9 2.5
Friend suggested
attending 2.2 3.5 6.9 7.6 5.1 4.8
Wanted to live
near home 1.3 0.0 15.4 20.6 7.9 5.2
’
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26. Reasons Noted as Very Important in Deciding to Go to College
4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College ° b
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity .
Gain general b E
education 62.3% 79.5% 60.3% 73.5% 69.5% 83.6% -
LLearn more about b ° E
things 60.3 74.0 66.9 77.7 74.8 85.7 ]
Able to get a a.b
better job 56.4° 69.2 72.4 74.5 69.9 57.3 :
Able to make a a i
more money 46.1 45.9 69.0 62.4 59.6 48.1 ®
Prepare for a.b .
graduate school 41.5 61.6 45.0 51.0 48.6 66.1 :
Meet new and in- a.b )
teresting people 35.7° 65.1 50.9 66.0 58.0 74.1 b
e
Become a more
cultured person 33.0 42.5 30.5 42.1 36.7 50.6
Improve reading/ b
study skills 31.3 45.2 39.5 46.4 34.5 44 .4
Parents wanted a [ i
me to go 25.4 24.0 29.6 34.7 24.8 27.0
Wanted to get
away from home 7.0 8.9 11.8 12.7 12.5 16.1
Nothing better .
to do 2.2 4.1 2.3 1.9 2.2 2.7 ®
Could not find . .
a job 1.5 2.1 4.4 4.9 2.5 1.6 s
SRR
. 4
RN
i
[
) 3
o B
21 _l
RS ;?
o ® ( o [ ® [ ] ® o L [ o ® 9
- N .(' . '. K - 1
N ; - g - BRI
R R, ) . - . E ]
PR L PR ;L’ h“‘-."'--‘.- - s PPN Lg;,;fn_':;_:;igA P - .‘:. A




L e e e i e s s oy e >

3. Choice of College (this College is:) 4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High )
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity -
a a a o
First Choice 88.6% 86.8% 70.2% 79.3% 82.3% 66.8%
Second Choice 9.0a 11.1a 22.4 22.1 13.6 22.5 ~
Third Choice 1.8 1.4 5.1 4.2 2.8 7.2 .
Less than Third ®
Choice 0.5 0.7 2.3 1.5 1.3 3.5

4. Number of College Applications

This College Only 20.9% 20.3% 26.8% 30.1% 14.8% 14.5% .
One Other 14.7 18.9 16.1 19.4 17.3 5.6
Two Others 16.2 14.0 19.3 19.4 19.7 8.8
Three Others 18.2 16.1 17.5 15.4 19.3 13.7
Four Others 11.3 10.5 9.6 7.5 12.5 15.3
Five Others 7.2 4.9 5.1 4.1 7.4 15.3 o
Six or More 11.4 15.4 5.5 4.1 8.9 26.8 - i
{(None or One Other) (35.6) (39.2)% (42.9) (49.5) (32.1) (20.1)
Median # of Others 1.89 1.77 1.37 1.02 1.91 3.48
5. Number of College Acceptances -
This College Only 12.0% 9.2% 13.8%  11.8% 5.7% 4.8%
One Other 24.1 25.2 28.0 31.6 25.5 15.5
Two Others 24.1 21.0 25.3 26.3 25.7 21.6
Three Others 20.1 19.3 18.4 17.4 21.1 23.4 _
Four Others 10.4 9.2 8.0 7.3 11.6 16.0 f
Five Others 4.1 7.6 3.4 3.3 5.4 9.0 : Q
° o |
Six or More 5.2 8.4 3.1 2.3 5.0 9.8 !
(None or One Other)  (36.1)  (34.4) (41.8)  (43.4) (31.2) (20.3) }l§iii;i;f‘} f;
Median # of Others  1.58 1.74 1.32 1.25 1.73 2.35 S
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Major Fields of Study* 4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
Electrical
Engineering 13.1% 6.9% 5.8% 0.7% 11.4% 3.5%
Aeronautical
Engineering 12.3 7.6 2.7 0.5 14.4 0.7
Political Science 10.6 18.8° 3.1 2.5 4.4 9.4
Mechanical
Engineering 9.7 5.6 3.0 0.3 4.8 1.7
(Civil Engineering 8.1 3.5 1.5 0.2 2.4 0.6
Other Engineering 5.3 2.1 1.8 0.5 4.3 1.3
tanagement 4.7 2.1 6.7 4.1 3.2 1.4
Military Science 4.1 2.8 0.3 0.0 0.8 0.0
iUndecided 3.7 4.2 5.1 7.1 4.9 11.2
Probable Career Occupation* 4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
Military Service b a
(career) 41,7527 28.4% 4.0% 0.6% 20.2% 0.4%
. a a
Engineer 28.1 22.7 13.7 2.6 28.6 8.5
Business Executive 6.3 6.4 15.1 11.0 5.2 9.8
Physician 3.9 7.1 4.6 3.6 3.0 13.2
Lawyer 2.9 3.5 5.1 3.9 2.3 11.0
Computer Programmer/
Analyst 2.7 0.7 8.0 4.6 5.7 1.5
Other 1.7 2.1 4.4 6.3 4.3 3.7 T
Foreign Service 1.6 5.7 0.7 1.0 0.9 3.9 ol ]
{ i . . . . . € ;
Indecided 7.0 12.8 10.2 13.2 8.2 22.6 ° ° *
*Nine most frequently mentioned by USMA male first time college students. f
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SECTION III: EDUCATIONAL AND CAREER ASPIRATIONS
o
20. Highest Degree Planned Anywhere
4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College e
USMA USMA College College High Very High TR IR
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity * ®
None 0.4% 0.7% 1.6% 1.2% 0.4% 0.4%
Associate (or
equivalent) 0.1 6.0 1.1 2.1 0.2 - 0.0
Bachelor's Degree a a ®
(BA, BS) 12.4 9.6 36.1 36.4 21.2 5.4
Master's Degree a
(MA, MS) 52.5 43.7 34.6 36.3 49.3 34.2
Ph.D. or Ed.D. 23.4%  25.2° 11.5 11.3 19.7 24.4
MD, DDS, or DVM 6.1 16.3% 6.7 5.9 5.2 16.6 d
LLB or JD 4.6 4.4 4.9 3.9 2.7 12.8
BD or M.DIV. 0.1 0.0 0.8 0.5 0.3 0.4
Other 0.4 0.0 2.2 1.9 0.9 1.6 v Y
B
(Bachelor's Degree a a R
or Less) (12.9) (10.3) (38.8) (39.7) (21.8) (9.8) T :1
. . 9
RN
» - .Lo‘
@ e )
oA 3
~ B ..- R :- ..1
IR
- . .‘
[ ] [
- -
° °
| 1

e, -
»

R Tt T T et e
DI U PC LIPS A S S iy »




18.

19.

Have had Remedial Work in:
4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College -
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
English 4.6% 5.5% 6.9% 4.7% 3.6% 3.6% .
Reading 2.8 3.4 6.5 4.6 3.0 3.0 -
Mathematics 6.9 8.9 9.7 9.4 6.0 6.0
Social Studies 2.5 4.1 5.0 3.4 2.5 2.5
Science 3.3 3.4 5.1 4.0 3.0 3.0
Foreign Language 3.2 3.4 4.7 3.6 2.6 2.6 *
Will Need Remedial Work in:
4-Year 4-Year -
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity A
English 11.2% 7.5% 13.6% 9.2% 5.9% 5.9%
Reading 2.9 0.7 5.0 3.7 2.4 2.4
Mathematics 14.4 22.6 21.2 26.5 12.6 12.6 -
Social Studies 2.0 6.2 2.5 3.3 1.8 1.8 ’
Science 10.6 17.1 9.1 13.2 9.1 9.1 -
Foreign Language 16.0 13.0 12.3 8.9 7.9 7.9
17
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17. Academic Preparation

Have Met or Exceeded Recommended Years of Study in:

4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
English (4 years) 98.0% 97.8% 92.9% 94.2% 97.9% 98.1%
Mathematics (3 yrs) 99.3 98.6a 89.8 85.3 97.4 98.5
Foreign Language (2 yrs) 80.0° 89.1% 65.2 71.7 84.7 97.1
Physi~al Science (2 yrs) 74.12 67.6% 59.2 48.3 70.3 71.7
Biological Science
(2 yrs) 28.5 34.5 33.7 37.3 28.1 38.1
History or American
Government (1 yr) 99.5 98.6 99.0 98.7 99.0 99.4
Other Social Studies
(2 yrs) 29.6 33.6 32.2 30.7 33.6 34.8
Computer Science (% yr) 61.4 58.4 59.0 48.4 67.2 61.6
Art or Music (1 yr) 42,320 56,92 55.9 67.3 54.9 67.9
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SECTION II: SECONDARY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

15. Average Grade in Secondary School

4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year  4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
A or A+ 32,0527 44.8%° 8.1%  11.8% 30.3% 23.7%
A- 25.7*  29.0° 9.6 13.3 24.5 28.2
B+ 23.2 17.2 16.5 21.4 25.1 27.2
B 13.72 9.0° 24.1 26.3 14.9 15.4
B- 3.8% 0.0% 15.9 11.8 3.3 4.3
C+ 1.0° 0.0 15.0 9.9 1.3 1.1
C 0.6 0.0 10.1 5.3 0.5 0.2
D 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.2 0.1 0.0
(A-, A or A+) (57.'/)*"[’(73.8)a (17.7) (25.1) (54.8) (51.9)
16. Academic Rank in High School
4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
Top Fifth 83.5%°  91.7%° 37.3% 46.8% 78.3% 78.8%
Second Fifth 12.2° 8.3% 24.7 22.3 14.9 14.6 SN T
a a o [ ] )
Third Fifth 3.5 0.0 30.2 26.3 5.9 5.8 - )
Fourth Fifth 0.7 0.0 6.7 4.1 0.8 0.6 g ’--':: :
Lowest Fifth 0.1 0.0 1.1 0.5 0.1 0.2 L L
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14, Activities Engaged in by Students During the Past Year (Continued)

4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College -
l USMA USMA College (ollege High Very High L4 o
(Male) (Female) {(Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
Participated in a
speech or debate 35.1% 30.8% 22.8% 22.6% 28.0% 31.5%
. Played musical b . .
| instrument 34.4 58.6 39.7 48.8 48.4 53.8 ° L
Overslept and missed
class/appointment 18.9 21.2 28.5 27.8 23.9 32.7
Had a major part '
- in a pla 18.2 15.3 21.2 23.0 19.7 25.2 -
. play . @ L
Participated in a
science contest 17.9 19.4 19.4 14.2 20.6 16.3
Participated in a '-.-
music contest 16.2 22.1 19.5 23.9 22.1 21.3 ST
) Edited school paper, ¢ o
yearbook, magazine 12.6 19.3 14.1 24.9 19.6 34.8 Lo
Worked in political -‘;'
campaign 11.1 14.5 9.4 10.4 9.6 14.4 _ B
- Won award in an . .' ._.__.__4
| art contest 7.2 8.3 16.4 15.9 12.5 16.1 - :
Took tranquilizing e
pill 2.4 2.1 4.7 4.7 3.2 4.5 R I
Took a course on TV 2.4 1.4 5.3 3.6 3.3 2.5 o ‘4
a ® ]
. Smoked cigarettes* 1.1 0.0 6.0 9.6 4.7 3.5 oo 1
. . 1
) *Frequently only; all other items frequently plus occasionally. ° PY
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14. Activities Engaged in by Students During the Past Year

4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
: 4-Year 4-Year College College
E USMA USMA College College High Very High
’ (Male} (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
:: Was bored in class 95.5% 96.6% 91.3% 93.4% 95.3% 95.3%
R
N Attended religious
. service 92.2 96.6 85.3 89.6 88.8 80.1
Won a varsity letter a a
in sports 83.6 87.0 59.9 40.3 59.8 53.1
Performed volunteer
work 79.2 81.5 70.8 74.4 76.2 77.1
Vigorous exercise* a a
(not jogging) 77.1 78.8 57.9 39.2 60.3 56.3
Drank beer 73.2b 56.8 72.4 60.3 69.8 92.8
Stayed up all
night 72.3 77.2 74.2 74.3 76.7 73.7
Attended public b
recital/concert 72.0 82.9 71.3 80.5 78.7 85.2
Did extra course
work/reading 71.9 78.8 65.2 75.0 73.3 77.8
Didn't complete b
homework on time 69.8 57.5 74.0 66.0 71.0 72.2
Took vitamins 69.6 79.5 64.2 71.2 69.9 78.9
Missed school
because of illness 68.0 75.3 72.6 82.9 75.3 79.0
Wrote a computer a
program 66.5 60.3 58.4 45.2 70.0 57.8 R
Jogged* 66.42  69.9% 32.1 20.0 40.4 28.7 ; .
Took a computer- : e
assisted course 45.4 42.8 43.7 38.4 47.5 38.4 . @ L )
President of one .
or more student I
organizations 39.0 37.2 30.7 34,2 35.5 40.7 L
e T ‘:1
e [ p
*Frequently only; all other items frequently plus occasionally. e el }:
g .
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l1lc. Number of Other Dependents Currently Attending College

1rW‘1w~r~vv‘v T e .
¢ A i i B
O . .

Three or More

12. Disabilities

Hearing

Speech

Partially Sighted
Orthopedic

Learning Disability
Health-related

Other

Twin Status

Identical twin

Fraternal twin

ceteaT

SN N ARG RN
LD W AT S L Toll ST TR Sl WA Yadl S Wl Wi W W

4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year  4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
65.8% 62.8% 67.7% 67.5% 65.3% 59.2%
26.1 28.3 23.7 24.0 25.9 29.7
6.5 7.6 6.1 6.1 6.4 7.7
1.5 1.4 2.5 2.4 2.4 3.2
4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
0.0% 0.0% 0.9 0.8 0.4% 0.7%
0.0 0.0 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.2
0.2 0.0 2.4 2.0 1.5 2.5
0.0 0.0 1.0 1.0 0.7 1.0
0.0 0.0 1.0 0.6 0.2 0.6
0.0 0.0 1.0 1.2 0.4 1.0
0.0 0.7 1.6 1.2 1.0 1.2
4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
0.3% 0.7 0.8% 0.7 0.5% 0.6%
0.8 0.7 1.3 1.2 0.9 1.0
g
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l1la., Estimated Total Parental Income Last Year

- 4-Year 4-Year
: Public Private .
! 4-Year 4-Year College College - ® ' .
1 USMA USMA College College High Very High
; (Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
4 Less than $4,000 0.9% 0.0% 2.7% 4.3% 1.3% 1.0%
$4,000-$5,999 0.6 0.0 2.1 2.8 0.9 0.7
. $6,000-$7,999 0.9 2.9 2.1 2.9 1.1 0.6 d i
$8,000-$9,999 1.3 0.7 2.4 2.9 1.5 1.0
1 $10,000-$12,499 2.3 2.9 4.4 5.5 2.9 1.8
$12,500-%14,999 3.2 3.6 4.5 5.0 3.0 2.1 " P P
$15,000-$19,999 6.1 5.8 7.2 8.3 5.8 3.9
$20,000-$24,999 9.5 7.2 11.1 11.3 9.2 5.8
$25,000-$29,999 8.6 10.1 9.9 9.5 9.9 6.0 .
[ J o
$30,000-$34,999 13.0 10.8 11.0 10.7 12.7 7.9 s
$35,000-$39, 999 11.5 12.9 8.9 9.1 11.8 7.8 ST
$40,000-$49,999 18.1 19.4 13.4 11.4 17.8 13.7
$50,000-$99, 999 21.3 22.3 15.6 12.5 19.1 29.0 o o
$100,000 or more 2.8 1.4 4.6 3.7 3.0 18.7 . :
(Less than $20,000) (15.3)® (15.9)%  (25.4) (31.7) (16.5) (11.1) L e
Median = $36,564 $37,325  §31,635 $28,683 $35,719 $44,160 e e
1lb. Persons Currently Dependent on Parents for Support
® [
One 2.5% 2.7% 7.0% 5.3% 4.7% 3.5%
Two 7.7 4.1 13.6 11.9 10.7 11.0
Three 17.1 18.5 23.4 23.6 22.6 20.3
Four 32 6 28.8 28.7 29.7 30.6 33.3 1 L4
Five 25.9 25.3 18.1 18.6 20.1 21.4 S
Six or More 14.2 205 9.0 11.0 11.3 10.5 R
C e ) °
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10.

Parents' Religious Preference

a. Father's Religious Preference

4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
Protestant 49.1% 41.3% 49.1% 47.7% 42.8% 37.3%
Roman Catholic 38.6 46.3% 35.0 35.4 40.8 27.3
Jewish 1.1 2.9 2.5 2.3 3.5 13.9
Other 2.6 0.7 6.1 6.3 4.1 6.2
None 8.6 8.8 7.3 8.3 8.8 15.3
b. Mother's Religious Preference
4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College
USMA USMA College C(ollege High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
Protestant 50.7% 43.9% 50.7% 50.4% 44.3% 40.4%
Roman Catholic 40.3 49.6% 35.9 36.7 43.1 29.2
Jewish 0.9 2.9 2.4 2.0 3.4 13.4
Other 3.6 0.7 6.7 7.0 4.5 6.4
None 4.5 2.9 4.3 3.9 4.7 10.6
g ®.
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b. Mother's Occupation

Artist (incl
performer)

Businesswoman

Business
(clerical)

Clergy or religious
worker

Educator (college
teacher or
administrator)

Doctor or Dentist

Educator
(secondary)

Educator
(elementary)

Engineer
Farmer or Forester

tlealth profession
(non-MD)

Homemaker
(full-time)

Lawyer
Nurse
Research Scientist

Social, Welfare,
Rec. worker

Skilled worker
Semi-skilled worker
Laborer (unskilled)
Unemployed

Other Occupation

4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College :

USMA USMA College College High Very High -- -
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity L e
1.6 0.0% 1.5% 1.4% 1.5% 4.8% T
9.2 15.4 10,7 11.2 10.9 12.3 BB
11.6 9.8 11.0 12.2 11.8 6.5 ® e

0.4 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.3
0.7 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.5 2.0 L e
0.2 0.0 0.3 0.2 0.2 1.6
6.2 7.0 3.8 3.2 5.3 6.5

o 4
7.5 6.3 6.1 5.7 7.0 7.9 ;
0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 il
0.3 0.0 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.2 oL

o q
2.6 2.1 1.8 1.9 1.9 2.5 S
22.9  25.9 23.5 23.3 23.8 22.6 e
0.7 0.7 0.2 0.2 0.2 1.2 e
8.9 10.5 7.5 7.4 8.3 6.2
0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.5
1.1 0.0 1.5 1.4 1.2 2.5 ° (
2.6 3.5 2.5 1.6 2.4 0.9 o
2.4 2.1 3.2 2.8 2.5 1.0 B
1.4 0.7 2.1 2.0 1.2 0.5 S

‘ i

5.8 2.8 6.5 6.3 5.1 4.2 - ®
13.8 13.3 16.7 18.1 15.8 15.7

9




Estanshaadhy Yuid

—

SECTION 1V: ATTITUDES, OPINIONS, AND OBJECTIVES

28. Current Political Preference 4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
Far Left 0.5% 0.7% 2.5% 1.7% 1.1% 2.6%
Liberal 12.1 12.0 19.°¢ 21.8 19.6 35.8
Middle-of-the-Road 41.93’b 52.1 52.1 59.3 50.2 38.5
Conservative a2.5*  33.1% 24.1 16.5 27.5 21.9
Far right 3.0 2.1 1.8 0.8 1.6 1.2
(Liberal or Far Left) (12.6) (12.7)a (22.0) (23.5) (20.7) (38.4)
29. Freshmen Views--"Proportions Agreeing Strongly or Somewhat'
4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
Minimum competence for
college graduation 97.2% 96.6% 90.6% 92.1% 96.2% 95.8%
Women should get
job equality 92.4 99.3 88.3 96.9 95.2 96.5
Federal military a.b a
spending increased 75.47° 59.6 41.3 24.0 47.1 18.7
Federal gov't should
discourage energy use 71.6 77.2 70.2 76.9 75.2 80.1
High school grading
too easy 69.7%  69.2% 54.5 56.0 64.0 65.1
Students should help
evaluate faculty 70.1 76.7 69.6 70.0 74.1 77.4
Gov't not controlling
pollution 68.7 77.2 75.4 81.2 76.9 85.7
Wealthy should pay
more taxes 66.1 71.0 69.8 69.7 70.$ 62.9
Prohibit homosexual b
relations 64.3 37.7 57.8 38.3 43.0 19.0
Abortion should be
legalized 49.6 53.8 52.6 53.5 57.9 75.6
23
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- 29. Freshmen Views--"Proportions Agreeing Strongly or Somewhat" (Continued)
X 4-Year 4-Year
- Public Private - -
] 4-Year 4-Year College College [ o
[ USMA USMA College College High Very High
t~ i (Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity <
3 Sex OK if people O
like each other 46.9%3,° 23.3% 61.4%  30.5% 44.3% 56.3% T
Busing OK to achieve a L ®
balance 39.32  45.8 51.3 56.8 45.1 54.8 : '
Gov't not protecting a i
consumer 38.3%2  47.3 57.6 67.2 49.8 57.6
Need national health b - -
care plan 36.5%"°  46.6% 58.6 64.6 49,2 55.1 ) )
Live together a
before marriage 34.3 30.8 49.0 38.1 42.4 57.2
Women's activities b :
best in home 31.6 9.6 29.9 15.9 19.8 12.6 - —
o (]
Government not b a -
promoting disarmament 30.92°° 42.1 57.8 73.7 53.3 76.6
College has right to S e T s
ban speakers 26.2 25.4 24.2 18.6 20.1 10.7 T o S
Give disadvantaged a : .o L4
preferential treatment 23.82 22.2 39.1 36.4 26.2 28.5 -
College officials have
the right to regulate
student behavior off TR
campus 17.3 17.1 17.0 13.8 13.1 10.1 - e =
o o
Should abolish
death penalty 14.9 22.82 23.3 31.3 23.3 35.5
Abolish college grades 10.5 13.1 16.9 11.6 10.5 13.6 ST
Should legalize a a
marijuana 9.8 9.0 25.0 19.8 18.1 26.9 - @
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30. College Expectations--"Proportion of Students Estimating the Chances as Very Good

they will":
4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College = ". ® -
USMA USMA College College High Very High . -
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity R BN
Get a bachelor's degree 92.7%%  98.6%7 73.5% 78.7% 90.8% 88.7% ‘
Find a job in own field a a O O
after graduation 84.9 87.3 68.2 73.4 80.0 61.3 - ' ' '. )
Be satisfied with a
college 63.2 53.9 49.6 59.5 63.8 74.4
Live in a coeducational a,b a .
dorm 62.6 95.1 29.0 27.8 66.1 68.7
. . a a L ®
Play varsity athletics 43.2 49.7 27.8 13.0 28.4 31.0 )
Make at least a "'B"
average 38.8 29,02 38.4 42.3 48.6 50.5
Marry within a year . .
after college 24,1 16.9 14.1 19.2 17.3 7.5 e ® '
Join a social fraternity
or sorority 17.2 20.1 15.4 21.3 20.4 23.5
,b
Change major field 16.4 29.0a 12.7 15.0 14.1 26.7
Graduate with honors 14.1 8.3 13.2 12.0 14.9 14.9 "o e
Get tutoring in some .
courses 12.0 19.4 10.2 12.1 8.6 8.4 N
Change career choice 1.8 26.9%° 1.0 147 12.7 29.0 - ‘
Work full time while R
attending college 11.5 7.0 4.3 3.3 7.1 1.0 :
Be elected to an
honor society 10.7 10.3 7.8 9.0 12.3 11.4
Get job to pay a a - -
college expenses 6.8 8.3 35.1 42.0 28.2 43.8 ® ®
Seek individual
counseling 5.2 5.6 4.0 4.4 5.0 4.9
Seek vocational .
counseling 4.9 4.9 5.2 6.5 5.8 12.1 :
[ ®
Be elected to a .-
student office 4.3 3.4 3.7 3.8 3.8 4.5

Need extra time to

get a degree 3.4 4.9 5.3 5.5 4.4 3.1 ;:Tt
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30. College Expectations--"Proportion of Students Estimating the Chances as Very Good
they will": (Continued)

4-Year 4-Year
Public Private -
4-Year  4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High
(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity
- Transfer to another a
) college 2.0% 6.4% 12.1% 11.1% 6.4% 3.8%
a a
F Work at outside job 1.5 0.0 17.3 22.2 9.6 10.9
Fail one or more
[ courses 1.4 0.0 1.8 1.3 1.4 1.5
i Drop out permanently 1.4 3.5 1.1 0.7 1.1 0.5
Participate in
student protests 1.3 0.7 4.9 4.4 3.7 12.3
[ Drop out temporarily 1.1 0.7 1.5 1.0 1.0 1.2
L Get married in college 0.6 0.0 3.6 6.2 2.1 1.4 .
Within the framework of a 4-year undergraduate education, students were asked to estimate
the likelihood of occurrence of the items listed above, and on the previous page, accord-
s ing to the following estimates of occurrence: very good, some, very little, no chance.
Proportions shown for these items represent only those individuals estimating chances of

occurrences as very good for each item.
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31. Long-run Objectives--'"Proportion of Students Considering it Essential or Very Impor-

tant to':
4-Year 4-Year
Public Private
4-Year 4-Year College College
USMA USMA College College High Very High

(Male) (Female) (Male) (Female) Selectivity Selectivity

Be an authority in

my field 80.1% 86.1%2 75.9% 73.4% 77.4% 73.8%
Raise a family 75.2°  57.62 69.4 69.5 71.7 66.8
Keep up with political a a

affairs 69.2 66.9 47.0 35.2 52.7 64.0
Help others in b

difficulty 61.0 72.4 56.9 72.0 63.2 65.9
Have administrative a a

responsibility 60.8 57.9 44.6 40.6 47.5 32.1
Be very well off a a

financially 59.5 53.1 74.1 65.2 65.0 58.8
Obtain recognition

from colleagues 57.6 59.3 58.2 55.9 58.1 55.9
Develop a philosophy

of life 49.2 54.5 46.9 48.1 49.7 62.1
Influence social

values 35.2 35.9 32.4 37.0 31.2 34.3
Promote racial

understanding 35.1 42.4 33.8 36.9 32.3 48.6
Succeed in my own a a

business 33.0 26.9 56.0 47.0 34.9 42.6
Influence political a

structure 27.7 30.6 20.0 14.1 19.8 24.9
Participate in com-

munity action 18.2 26.4 22.5 26.5 22.4 28.3
Help clean up

environment 17.5 25.5 23.5 19.1 20.7 26.4
Make a theoretical

contribution to

science 13.6 13.1 16.5 10.6 20.5 18.6
Write original works 5.6 13.8 11.9 13.1 11.8 23.1
Achieve in a perform-

ing art 5.0 12.4 11.0 13.9 12.6 19.9

Create artistic work 4.3 6.2 11.2 13.0 11.1 16.7
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1  PLEASE PHINT YOUR NAME When were you born?

(qN] First Middie or Maden Last

WD 1OME STREET ADDHESS

Ve)

[qN] { ) Month Day Year
Iy STATE 2IPTODE Ares Code Home Phone No Wwrm o o 3

1984

STUDENT INFORMATION FORM

DIRECTIONS
Your responses will be read by an optical
mark reader. Your carefui observance of
these few simple rules will be most appre-
ciated.
* Use only black lead pencil (No. 2 is «deal).
* Make hesvy black marks that fil the circle.
* Erase cleanly any snswer you wish to change.
* Make no stray markings of any kind.
EXAMPLE:
Will marks made with ballpoint or felt-tip marker
be properly resd? Yes L) No .. @

Dear Student:

The information in this form is being collected as part of a continuing study of higher educa-
tion canducted jointls by the American Council an Fducation and the U piversity of California
at Los Angeles. Your voluntary participation in this research is being solicited in order to ac
@ hetter understanding of how students are affected by their college experiences. Detailed infor-
mation on the goals and design of this resesrch program are furnished in research reports as ailable
from the Higher Fducation Research Institute at L1 A, ldentifving information has heen
requested in order to make subsequent maif follow-up studies possible. Your respunse will he

Sincerely, W “/M

held in the strictest professional confidence.

-3 pee—— ]

PLEASE USE #2 PENCIL

cre

Alenander W. Astin, Director
Higher Fducation Research nstitute

\’l DO NOT MARK IN THIS AREA

@)t} )

N R) e (@) (D) (@) @) (€
o e e 9)

IOIOILIRIE
IO RNTIDION
@@ @@ E @@
(&) () 4o (2} (@) () @) () ) (@) ()

OANLY ¥ DIRECTEEDK CODE
IGEROIDIOIONNI0 BGIC
OIOIGIGIOINIOIGIO. B (a1
G@@EDDD@DE (@@
(SIOIOIOIOTIOIOTEY MIaTE)
&® DINIOIOTO, MO10;
DEEVEOBLEEHE| |O®
EEEHEHWEOHE |®®
BloiNeIOIoIGIO BIQIO,

9 (10 L @HO@ @ | @6
@EHDHDOE®] |®O®

1. Your sex

2 How old will you be on December 31
of this year? (Mark one)

16 or younger 21 24
17 25 29
18 30 39
19 40 54
20 55 or older

3. In what year did you graduate from
high school? (Mark une)

1984 Did not graduate but
1983 passed G E D test
1982 Never completed

1981 or earlier high school

4 Are you enrolied (or enrolling) as a:
(Mark onej Full tune student?

Part time student?

(Note: Pleass check that your pencil merkings
are completely darkening the circles. Do not

use pen or meke v~ ‘sor X 's. Thank You.)

1

10.

5. Where did you get the money to pay for
college this year? (Write in actual dollar
amounts wnte O f nonel

Grants and scholarstups— §

All loans $
Work or savings S
Parents and or spouse $
Other spurces $
6a. How many persons are currently dependent
on your parents for support {include
yourselt and your parents, if applicable)?
1 2 3 4 S 6 ormore
6b. How many of these dependents other than

yourself are currently attending college?

None 1 2 3 or more

7. What was your average grade in high school?

{Mark onel  Aar A 8 C
A 8 D
8- lod

8. Where did you rank academically in your
high school graduating class? (Mark one)

Top 20" Fourth 20%
Second 20°% Lowest 20%
Middle 20%

9. Are you: (Mark one)

Not presently marrnied

Married. living with spouse

Married. not living with spouse

Prior to this term, have you ever taken
courses for credit at this institution?

Yes No

-

. Since leaving high school, have you ever
taken courses at any other institution?

(Mark all that apply for Not for

in each column) Credsnt Credit
No .
Yes at a junior or comty college
Yes atafour vear coliege or

university
Yes at some other postsecondary

school (For ex techmical

vocdtional business)

29
® ® [ ®

- . - - - - - 7 - - P

12. From what king of secondary school did

you graduate? Mark qie)

Pubii
Private (denammationaly

Private (nondenaminationgl)

Other
13. Have you had. or do you feel that you will
need, any special tutoring or remedial work
in any of the following subjects?
(Mark all that
apply)
-2 Y v o
L FE
o 2 PR
N N
T S T §
English Socnl studies
Reating Science

Mathematiesg

14

15

16

17

Foregn language

Where do you plan to live during the fall
term? If you had a choice. where would
yvou have preferred to live?

Plan Prefer

(Mark one 10 edch columng ToLive Tolwe
With patents or relatives

e ptvadle hume apt o rmn

College dormitury
Frateroity or sorarnty house
Other campus student housimy
Other
Is this college your: (Mark one)

First « howe? Less than thard

Swucond chowe? choe?

Thud chonge?
To how many colleges other than this one
did you apply for admission this year?
No other 1 3 ]
2 4 6 or mare

4
Note ', i
e R

How many other acceptances did you
receive this year? (Mark onel

None 1 3 5
2 4

6 ot mure
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o

o

d

How much of your firstyear's educational expenses
{room, board. tuition, and fees) do you expect
to cover from each ot the sources & §

listed below? (Mark one answer v S
tor each pussible sourcel & § o & §
— RN
v 7’§ Pad
My Own or Family Resources é’ bd & g §
~ -~ .
Parents uther relatives or o & a6 0
triemts ) l‘ ™
Spouse OO
~

Savings trom summer work

Other savings

OCoO
Q00

Full time job while in college

¢ 00000

Part time job while in college Wi
Aid Which Need Not Be Repaid

Pell Grant (;,‘
Supptemental Educational

Opportumty Grant [N C_) [
State Schotarstip or Grant OO W]
Callege Work Study Grant () % (‘:“
Coltege Grant Scholarstnp

rather than gbove) i,: \-_, )
Omer provate grant U \) 4
Your GF benetits \-) v L
Your parent s Gl benebts I G
Other gevernment ad (ROTC

BIA Sucial Secunty etc ) o QO

Ad Which Must Be Repaid

Federal Guaranteed Student

Loan O C) L
National Direct Student Loan @) OO
Other Cullege Loan O O )
Other Loan O C/\ ‘/_)
Other Than Above O O D

If you are receiving any form of aid indicated in
sections b or ¢, please answer Question No. 19
Otherwise go on to Question 20.

19

20

21

22
23

Was the aid you are receiving awarded

on the basis of

IMark gl 10t applyg Yes No
At st

Fatrmre 4 e
A et rhey
Other tient pousie ot et )

Ot
Were you last year. or will you be this year

Last This
Lo ng wath your parents 1tor more Year Year

Than e consecutive weeks)
L osred a4y dependent on your parents
Fene st Income Tax Return
Hece . ng assistance worth $600 or
more trom your parents
Are you Mark all that apply?
White (Crugasain
Biacr Negro Atro American
American Indian
Astan Amenican Orental
Mecican American Chicann
Puertn Hican American
Other
Areyoua U S citizen? Yes No
Are you a twin? Mark one
No Yoo dentudl

Yoo taternal

SEJiutn SEaes. Sna thte Sumn S Mty Hmehd eadiagy
24 For the activities below, indicate which |27. In deciding to go to coliege, how im- -
ones you did during the past year. If you important to you was each of ,-_'-:
engaged in an activity frequently, mark the following reasons? - g .
@) . If you engaged in an activity one or $E§
mare times, but not frequently, mark (Mark one answer for 5 i §
{occasionally). Mark@(not atalt) N each passible reason) ~ ; £
if you have not performed the > § & &S
activity during the past year. § ‘.‘5 R M o MK
(Mark one for each rtem) -3 : ly parents wanted me 10 go v § N
Pattwipated (i g speech or < Oo ?o I could not find a yob vV s N
debate cuntest F O N i wanted to get away trom home vV § N
Wrote o computer proyram F O N To be at'le to get a better job v S N
Played 4 musical instrument F O N To gain 4 general education and
Touk a course on TV F O N dpprecaation of ideas vV 5 N
Took a computer assisted course F. O N To improve my reading and
Attended a religous service F O N study skills vV $ N
Elected president of one or There was nothing better 1o do v s N
more student organizations F O N To make meamore culturedperson v. S N
Participated in a music contest F O N To be able 10 make more money vV s N
Was bored in class F O N To tearn more about things that
Had o major part in g play F O N interest me vV § N
Won g varsity letter far sports F O N To meet new and interesting people V.S N
Fated to complete 8 homework To prepare mysetf for graduate or
professional school v 8§ N

‘I\&Iql\”\l‘l\l QN teme F O N
Won g prize ot award i an

HTCompetition F O N
Edited the schodl paper year

book or Merary magazing F O
Patticpated id ascience contest £ O

Did extra (unassigned) work

reading for a course F O N

Overslept and eassed a1 'dss

or appointment F O N
Smoked cigatettes F O N
Tuok vitarmins F O N
Pertutmed volustest woth fF O N
Tuok a tranguiizing pilt *f O N

o N

Missed scthiool because of liness F

Attended g publ tecital o

Concett F O N
Joguyed F O N
Othiet vigatous sxerose F O N
Drank bees F O N
Stayed up ail eght F O N
Warkef a0 local state or

astiongl politec ol rampaign tf O N

25. How many miles is this college from
your permanent home? (Mark cnel

5 or less 11 50 101 500
610 51100 More than 500
T 3
26 What is the highest academic g g'ég
degree that you intend to & &7
obtain? § &
& &
Mark one i each columng Fa s
None

Vocational certdic ate

Associate (A A or equivalent)
Bachelot s degree IBA BS et
Master s degree IMA MS et )
PrhD orkdD

MD DO DOS rDVM

WL 8 arsD haw)

B D or M DIV (Divinitys

Other

30

ability to finance your college

education? {Mark one)

None (1 am confident that | wili

have sufficient funds)

Some concern (but | will probabty

have enough fundst

Majot concern (not sure | will have

enough tunds to complete college!

political views? {Mark one}
Fartety

Liberat

Middie ot the road
Conservative

Far night

29. How would you characterize your

30 Whatis your best estimate of your

parents’ total income last year?
Consider income from all sources

before taxes. (Mark one)

Less than $4,000 $20.000
$4,000 5,999 $25.000
$6,000 7,999 $30.000
$8.000 9,993 $35,000
$10.000 12.499 $40,000

$12.500 14999 $50,000
$15.000 19,999

24 999
29999
34,999
39,999
49,999
99.999

$100.000 or more

31 What is the highest fevel of formal

28. Do you have any concern sbout your

education obtained by your parents?

{Mark one in each column) Father  Mother

Geammar school or less

Some high school

High school graduate

Pustsecondary school other
than college

Some college

Cotlege deyree

Some graduate school

Graduate degree
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32 Mark only three responses. 33 Below are some reasons that might have s 35. Current religious preference Py}
one in each column influenced your decision to attend thys & {Mark one in each column) §&g
particulas college How important  » éi : LLT
® Your s on was each reason in your decision & s F Baptist Y F m
- 1o come here? Mark on answer & § &
(® Your father’s occupation § £ Buddhist Y F M
@V i tor each passibie reason) N4 5
Your probable caresr occupation $ g Congregational (UC C)H Y F 'm
My retatives wanted me to come here v 5 N Eastern Orthodox Y F M
NOTE 1f your father or mother
o yo My teacher advised me v s N Istarmic Y F M
1s deceased. please indicate his or
her last occupation This college has a very good Jewish Y F M
academc reputation v 5 N Latter Day Sants (Mormon) Y F M
Agcountant or actuary Y F M This college iy a good reputation Lutheran Y F M
Actor or entertainer Y F M torits social activities v s N Methodist Y F M
Architect or urban planner Y F M I was offered financial assistance vV s N Quaker (Society of Friends) Y F M
Artist Yy F M Trus college otters special Roman Cathol Y F M
Business {clerical) Y F M educational programs vV s N Seventh Day Adventist Y F M
Business executive This college has low tustion vV s N Unitartan Unmiversalist Y F M
tmanagement, administrator) Y F M My guidance counselor advised me vV 5 N Qther Protestant Y F M
Business owner or proprietor Y £ ™M I wanted to ive nedr home v s N Other Religion Y F M
Business salesman or buyer Y F M A friend suggested attending v s N None v F.m
Clergyman (minister, priest) Y F ™M A college rep recruited me v s N 36. During high school {grades 9-12) how
Clergy lother rehgious) Y F m The athietic dept recruded me v s N many years did you study each of "\0.7
. v F o following subjects? S
Chnical psycholoqist This college’s graduates gam (Mark one for & f
College 1escher Y F.M admission 1o top graduate edchatemt e° D m oy moy ,,,°
Computer programmer ar analyst Y F M professional schools v s N English e Y, v 2 3 & %
Conservataimst o1 forester Y F M Thus college's graduates get good jobs . Vv 8 N Mathematcs o 7 ' 2 + 4 5
Dentist sinctuding octhodontistt Y F M Not offered financial aid by firsy Foreign Language © % 1 2 3 4 s
retitian or home economist Y F M chuice coliege vV § N Physicdl Science o s 1.2 3 &4 5
£ ngineer Y F ™M Biological Science o Y1 2 3 & 5
Farmet ar rancher Y F M 34. Do you have a disability? (Mark all that apply} History Am Govt © 4 1 2 3 a 3
Forewn service warker None Learning disabiity Other Social Studies ¢ 70 1 2 31 & 5
fincluding diplomat) Y F ™ Hearnng Health related Computer Scrence . 0 % 1 2 3 4 s
Homemawer 1tull time) F M, Speech Partially sighted or blind Art and ur Music 0 Vo1 2 3 &4 s
interior decarator Orthopedic Otber
v F oM @D:uqrn Strongly
factuamy desanet ) BE SURE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS 35 AND 36. @D.m'u Somewhat
fntpepr etar 1 Late- ¥ F M . Agres Somewhat
" i 37 Mark one in each row. @AQIO:SNOWW
Y F M -
Lab techricion o hyqienist The Federal government s not doing enough 1o protect the
Law entorcement otficer Y F M consumer from faulty goods and services a4 3 2
Lawyer tattorneyl o juitqe Y F M The Federal government 1s not doing enough to promote disarmament 4 3 2
Military service (career! Y F. ™M The Federal government s not doing enough to control environmental potlution a4 3 2
Musicran iperformer. composer | Y F M The Federal government should do more to discoutage energy consumphon a 3 2
Nurse Y F Mm Federal mibtary spending should be increased a4 v 2
Oprometist Y F M The death penalty should be abohished a 3 2
Pharmuacist Y F M A nahondgl health care plan is needed to cover pverybody s medical costs a 3y 2
Physician Y F M Abottion shoutd be legslized a 3 2
Schoat counselor Y F M Grading 10 the high schoouls hids become 100 Pasy a 3 2
School principal or superintendent Y F.m The detevities of marmed women are best conbined to the home and family a 3 2
Scientdic researcher Y F M A couple should ve together far some tiow hetore decading to get marrwd a 3 2 1
Social, wellare or recreatiun worker Yy Fm If two people really ke each other s all rgbt for then ta have sex even i
Statestican Yy F M they ve known each othier tar only 4 very short time a v o2
Therapist {physical, Women should recewve the same salary and opportunities for advan ement as
aeupational, speech} Yy F M men N comparable positions 4 3y 2
Teac her or administrator (elementary) Y F M Wealthy peuople should pay a Lirger shgte of taxes than they do now a v 2
Teacher ar administrg or (secondary} Y F M Moarjuana should be legalized a vz
Veaterinarian Y F M Busing s O K f it helps 1o achieve cacial balaoce 10 the schools 4 3 2
Writer o Journalist Y F M It 15 important to have laws prohdnting homosexudl retationships 4 4 2
Skilled trgcies Y F ™M Cutlege officials have the night ta tegulate student behavior oft campus a 3 2
QOther Y Facully promotions should be based in part on Student evaludations a 3 7
Undecided v Caltege grades should be abotished a 4 2z v
t.aborer {unskitled) F M Collegse officials have the nghtto ban persons with extreme views from spegkng oncgmpus . 4 % 20
Semi skalled worker £ ™ Students from disadvantaged sooal backgrounds should be given preterentigl
Other occupation F ™M freatment in college admissinng 4 3 2
Unemployed F M

Al college graduates shauld be ahte 1o demonstrate some mumnimat competendy

0 owrtlen English and mathemat s a 3y 2

31
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38. Below is a list of ditferent undergraduate major
tields grouped into general categorigs. Mark only
one circle to indicate your probable field of study.

ARTS AND HUMANITIES

Art tine and apphed

Enaiish (lanquage anid
hteraturel

History

Journalism

L anguage and Litergture
texcept English)

Music

Phiosophy

Speech

Theater o1 Jramy

Theolngy «r Reliqion

Other Arts and Humamties

BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE
Biningy {general}
Biochermistry or
Biophysics
Botany
Marine tLite) Science
Microtuology of
Bacrermtogy
Zoatogy
Other Broloaicy!

Science

BUSINESS

Accounting

Bustness Admin (general)
Finince

Marketing

Managerment

Secretanial Studties

Other Business

€DUCATION
Business Education
Flementary Education
Musi e Art Education
Physicat Education or
Recreatirn
Sec omtary Education
Sperial Education

Other Education

ENGINEERING

Ao nnautcal o
Agrronautcgl Eng

Covl Engineerning

Chemu ol Engineening

frectrwal o Electone
Enqineering

Initustr ot Eagineering

Mechanc.il Engineering

Other Enimee«mq

PHYSICAL SCIENZ

Astronomy

Armaospherc Science
Lincl Meteoralogy}

Chemistry

Earth Scrence

Marine Science Linel
Oceanography!

Mathematics

Physics

Statistics

Other Physical Science

PROFESSIONAL

Architecture or Urtan
Planming

Home Economics

Heatth Technatogy tmedical,
ddental, laharatoryt

Library or Archival Science

Nursing

Pharmacy

Predental, Premedicine,
Preveterinary

Therapy {occupational,
physical. speech)

Other Protessional

SOCIAL SCIENCE

Anthropalogy

Ecanomics

Ethnic Stuches

Geogtaphy

Political Scorence lgov't,,
internathionat relations)

Psycholoay

Social Work

Sociology

Women’'s Studies

Other Social Science

TECHNICAL

Building Trades

Data Processing or
Computer Programming

Drafuing or Design

Electroncs

Mechanics

Other Techmical

OTHER FIELDS

Agricuttyre

Communications
trachin, TV etc)

Computer Science

Forestry

1 aw Enforcement

Mihitary Science

Other Field

Undec ded

39. Indicate the importance to you
personally of each of the
following: (Mark one for each item)

Becoming accomphished 1o nne of the

@ Not Important
Somewhat important

@ Very tmportant
(®Essential —

petforming arnts Lacting, dancing. etc ) £ v s
Becoming an authority in my field E v 9
Obtaining recognition {rom my colleagues for contubutions to

my special tield £ v 5
inftuencing the political structure E v S
infiuencing social viues € v s
Raising a tamdy E v 5
Having administcgtive responsibidity for the work of others £ v S
Being very well off financially £ v 5
Helping others who are 1n difticulty € v 5
Making i theoretical Contabution to science € v S
Writing orginal warks (poems, novels, short storees, et E Vv 5
Creating artistic work {panting, sculpture, decorating, et I £ v s
Being successiul in a business ot my own E Vv S
Becoming tnvolved 1n programs to clean up the environment E v S
Developing a meaningful phitosuphy ot Life € v S
PariicIPating 1N a community action program £ v s
Helping 1o promuote racial understanding € v S
Keeping up to date with political affairs € v S

@No Chance

40. What is your best guess as to
the chances that you will:
(Mark one tor each item)
Change major field?
Change career choice?. . .
Fail one or more courses?
Graduate with honors?
Be elected to a student office?
Get a job to help pay for colleye expenses?
Work full time white attending college?
Join a social fraternity, soronity, or club?
Live in a coeducational dorm?
Piay varsity ntercoilegiate gthletics? . . . .
Be elected 10 an acadermuc hanor society ?

Make at teast a "B’ average?

Need extra Time 10 complete your degree requirements’

Get tutoring help n specific courses?
Have 1o work at an outside |ob during coliege
Seek vocational counseling?

Seek indwvidual counseling on personal probltems?

Get a bachelor’s degree (B A, B S, etc)?

@ @ Very Little Chance
Some Chance —]
@ Very Good Chance —

?

Participate in student protests of demaonstrations?

Drop out of this college temporarly (exclude transferring)?
Drop out permanently {exclude transferring}?

Transfer 10 another college betore graduating?

Be satisfied with your coltege?

Find a job after college in the field for which you were trained?

Get married while in college? (sktp 1t married)

Get married within a year after college? {skip if marcied}

€ € € € € € € € € € £ € £ € € € € € € € € & ¢ < < <
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The Higher Education Resesrch Institute st UCLA schively encoursges the colleges that participate
in this survey to conduct local studies of thesr students. 11 these studies involve coflecting follow-up
dete, it is
bo linked with the dats from this survey |f your college ashs lor a tape copy of the data and signs
an agresment 10 use 1t only tor resesrch purpeses. do we have your permission to nclude your

y for the to know the

1D numbar i such s tape? Yes No

a1 A 8 c o€ s g e e s e e 4 » ® c ©
a2 A T e Vin 47 A B € D
4340 coe L, 48 A 8 € ®
44 A 9 C 3 E 49 A & c D
45 A B C N THANK YOU! 50.A 8 c O

" 10 numbers so that follow-up data can
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APPENDIX B

LIST OF COLLEGES INCLUDED IN ACE NORM GROUPS FOR PUBLIC (HIGH
SELECTIVITY), AND PRIVATE (VERY HIGH SELECTIVITY), COLLEGES

Public Four-Year Colleges
High Selectivity
(1,025 or more on SAT-V + SAT-M)

Georgia Institute of Technology 6. US Air Force Academy
New Jersey Institute of Technology 7. US Coast Guard Academy
SUNY at Geneseo 8. US Military Academy
SUNY at Potsdam 9. US Naval Academy

SUNY at Purchase

Private Four-Year Colleges
Very High Selectivity
(1,175 or more on SAT-V + SAT-M)

Barnard College 15. Haverford College

Bates College 16. Mount Holyoke College
Bowdoin College 17. Oberlin College

Bryn Mawr College 18. Occidental College
Carleton College 19. Smith College

Colorado College 20. Swarthmore College
Connecticut College 21. Trinity College (CT)
Dartmouth College 22. Union College

Dickinson College 23. Vassar College

Franklin § Marshall College 24. Washington & Lee University
Gettysburg College 25. Webb Institute of Naval Architecture
Grinnell College 26. Wellesley College

Hamilton College 27. Wesleyan University

Harvey Mudd College 28. Williams College

29. Worcester Polytechnic Institute
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